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Homekeeping Cleaning

clearing the air on vacuums
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WL e miare challenging houséhodd rmtang AIR MONCE ONE Your vacuum is one of
SERELiTT saner 1o make vou mr such a3 pet hair and allercens. And the most important and wersatile tools in
: youir cleaning arsenal. Chooaing between
I Propriy ' an wpright model and a canister will de-
pend primarily on youar home's surinces
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Homekeeping Cleaning

canister attachments
for hard floors

Arrachments designed for wood, tile,
vimgl, and other hard surfaces have
stationary brusher rather than roller
brushes to prevent scratching. i

(@ PARQUET-FLOONR BRDSH With beusn

skrips ancircling &l oo edges, this tool s

gentie an wocd, The notenes allow e belter |

Erllow, which Moot Suthicn

(i CARFET & HARD-FLOOR HOZILE
Also bnown a3 & universal noxzie. this ool

i Sedigred for hacd foors. 08 well o delk-

e rugs and no-ple carpots. The lever on

the top of 1he nozzie toggles a brush s3rip,

winch destands o beep the narrle's bottom |

Sl o Chuleng it & hiard surfaces
mnd retracty 1or chearng carpeis

(@ STANDARD HARD-FLODH BRUSH

Thes vefig on all Rusid suriaces. Brush sirips

oy 1P front and Bach eoges and whoe
= each side allow for smoeth glding

IF YOU LIVE IN A SMALL HOUSE OR AN
APARTMENT, YOU CAN STILL REAP THE
POWER OF A FULL-SIZE VACUUM IN A
COMPACT DESIGN THAT'S EASY TOSTORE

FLOOR TYPE

For homes with more carpets and rugs
than hard floors, upright vacuum
cleaners with roller brushes that reach
deep down to loosen dust and dirt are
best. If you'll be vacuuming several
kinds of caspet, look for a medel that
wwitches between low- and high-pile
settings. If you'll be vacuuming car-
peting and hard loors, choose a modes]
that lets you turn off the roller brush
{this will ensure that you don't serateh
wood, tile, or other surfaces).

For woolen and delicate carpets and
rugs, the Carpet and Rug Institule. s
nenprofit trade association, recom-
mends using a vacuum cleaner that
has anly suction (such as a stick vacu-
um or one that allows you to tum off
the raller brush).

Canisters are best if you will be pri-
marily vacuuming hard floors. They're
also better than uprights for vacuum-
ing stalrs and gening under furniture
and into other hard-to-reach areas.
They're also easier to carry, making
them ideal for multilevel homes=.

Depending on the surfaces you plan
to clean with & canister, you may have
to use multiple attachments: a floor
brush with bristles (but no moving
parts) for hard surfaces; a turbo or
power nozzle with a roller brush for
pile carpeting: and a earpet and hard-
floor nozzle with a smooth bottom for
hard surfaces and Berber or natural-
fiber carpets (sisal and sea grass, for
example), which might be damaged by
bristles or the motion of a mller brush.
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Mote that attachments may need to
be purchased separately. which would
add to the overall eost.

AMOUNT OF SPACE

If you live in 2 small house or an apart-
ment, you can still reap the twelve-
AMp poOwWer of a full-size vacuum ina
compact or lightweight design. Com-
pact VacuUms I‘}l‘pir.ll!jl' tpelude a tele-
scoping hose, which makes them
easier to store. They genemlly weigh
less than twelve pounds, and they're
sasler to navigate under beds and
around furniture.

I you live in a large house, you will
want the benefits of & full-size waeuum
cleaner. Mot only will it make a larger
gwath with each pass, but the greater
dust capacity means you won't have
to change bags or empty dustbins as
often. Remember to look for & model
with the sutomatic-cord-rewind option

AIRFLOW AND SUCTION

Rugs and carpets that are subjected
to heavy foot traffic require a vacuum
with superior airflow and suction, Air-
flew is measured in cuibilo !n:-ﬂ PET min-
ute (CFMY, Most vacuums have an
airflow of slxry 1o eighty CFM; that
number can be much higher in ma-
chines of superior guality. Suction s
measured by a vacuum's "water lift"—
how many inches of water could be
lifred through a tube if it were attached
to the vacuum hose. A water lift of
eighty to one hundred inches is con-
sidered good. Many manufacturers



Homekeeping Cleaning

— A T B T

canister attachments
for pile carpeting

These aftachments have raller Brushes,
which eoax dirt ro the surface nl"pI.'r
carpeting for better cleaning. Match
the nozzle to your carpet, High-pile
wall-fe-wall oo rpelirng, far dnafan Ce,
will reguire a more powerful nozsie
rhan a low pdle area rug.

(i) STAMDARD POWER MOZELE

The roller brush of 1 power roerss @& drven
by electrucity hor saperar cleaning abetdy
Air-poraverid furba norHss, 1hsugh dimilas n
Ippearance, hawe less power pnd are betier
for koe-pele carpeting and small arpa Fugs

@ BATTERY-FOWELRED NOZELE Aather
has relyehg o Il #leckintdl duhply of the
WRCUAIm, Ehes mOrThy SRS B Dty DRl SR
can be more powerhud than a standaed one:
&) ADJUSTABLE POWER MOZELE Thit
chidurns (ol WEE O FIRE OF [CwaT [ e
prush depending on Ehe carpet’s pile hesgi
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OF EMPTTING THE DUSTBIN

don'’t advertise these numbers, though;
yoru Ay have to do some research an
the Internet or consult a salesperson.

AIR QUALITY

In recent years, the vacuum cleaner's
role in controlling indoor air qualiy
has became |ni::rr.-:|.='.ngi!." imp-n:'ta:r.l:.
Most manufacturers now offer models
with HEPA (high-efficiency particu-
Iate air) filters, which are gunrantesd
to capture 99.97 percent of dust and
allergen particles, measuring 0.3 mi-
crons and larger, including pet dander.
{Forcomparison, a typical human hair
meanires abou] one hundred microns,
or ane-tenth of a millimeter) Filtars
should be replaced every yoar

Filters installed in a sealed environ:
ment, sometimes referred 1o as “true
HEPA." ensure that dust and allergens
can't escape through gaps in the vae-
wum cleaner's frame.

Allergy sufferers should aveid bag-
less vacuums—dust and allergen par-
ticles can become airborne during the
process uE Emp:'_r,ng I:h.r éu:i:bin. Th:ﬂ_,r
may wish to purchase an ultraviolet
vacuum, which uses ultraviolet light
to kill dust mives, mold, bacteria, and
other allergens found in carpet fibers.

FETS

A mini or handhsld wrbe brush—in-
cluded with some models, but also
available separately—is easential for
':Em-:nrl.ng I'Iﬂ:r an|:| &ﬂ.l’ldﬂ'r !-!'Dﬂ'l }"n-'l.l:r
pet's favorite upholatery (the sconer
this is done, the better). You may also
consider cyclonic suction, a festure of-

tered by several manufacturers. This

spins debris away from the filver, which
prevents halr from building up and
impeding the vacuum's suction.

Yet another filter option, “active
HEPA," uses charcoal to remove odors
from the vacuum’s exhaust—a definite
advantage for those with pets.

DUSTING

Most vacuums come with basic acces
sorbes, including a crevice toal, a round
dust brush, and an uphalstery attach-
ment. Optional sateas include & tele-
scoping duster (for crown molding and
ceiling-fan blades) and edge cleaners
(whiskers on the sides of the vacuum
that elean carpet olose o basebanrds)

TAKING IT ALL IN Precise suction control
i# an important feature if you wse your
Yacuum rlmlhr]!l' to dast. Some models,
such as the canister absove. offer & mum-
ber of preset suction levels; others have
rheostat or alide-bar suction contrals.
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attachments 101
These vacuum aftachments can make
a host of housekeeping tashs easier

IB UPHOLATERY TOOL Uwe this o dust fur
mdure, draperies, ard matiresses. To avod
didsruigns, be sure o Feducs the suclion when
VRCULUITIINE ol ite IEDFICE A DVaDaTies

@ CREVICE TOOL This attachment's nar
row dimensiong slicw it bo caplune orumbs
BElween 4008 cushicns ard othar 1ighl wHols
ITs alsao ideal lor dusling along hasshoards
and rathators and uncsT Spphiances

@ BUET BRUSH The most versalile of the
VLIS attachments can b uted on almosd
pry surface, snclsling wendewsills, Blinds,
and bonks. By enbras and eep one o del
cabe chores. soch &% dusting lampshades,
o anobher 160 MESSy ol SECh i removing
soob from the area surrounding a feeplace

(i} HANDHELD TURBD BRUSH The air
peoweresd rodler Brush i this 1o rases. up ped
Fair wibh s, 118 S0 good o chaaning
canpeted siners. and nepped upholsieny iabrice
SEE THE GUIDE fOR SOURCER

specialty vacuums

The following vacuuma hit the spos when if comes to small jobs. Power

is measured in amps for corded models and in volts for cordless model.
Al but the rabotic cleaners are avallable in corded and cordless cprions,

o
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NOROTIC CLEANERS Tien on A robolie vacum
cheaner and it will automatically clean a room
anad recharpe ilsell as neaded. Thess models,
wiich snciude nolser brushes, will seif-adpust

for carpeets and hard oo (he newedl oNes ore
designed to handle carpet fringe.

ELECTRIC BEREQOME AKD SWEEPERE

These realacements for tradvbhanal brooms and
Hustpans ara bast lor hard Noors oF bosw-pile
carpests with dry debris. They da not come with
any pitachinents or specialized fillers.
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HANDHELDS The mosi wersatide of the special
ty vacuums, handhelds comae in a rangs o
shapes and sizes and with an array of altach-
ks, Chooss from wetiiny pickup, cyclonic

suctnon, HEEPR fillration, and onboard accestories,

mnciuding dursd Drushes and crrson bools

h.”

STICE VACS Sirmslar in Style and operation Lo

A regidar vasusm claaner. shick vacuums lend in
hanee all of the feabures found in the handheld
Enlegery (el b Exieplshn af wel ey oickip)
and mone power. All models have roller brush
B8] some Lave 8 detschable handheld Duill in

A

EHOP YACE Also calbed webddry vacs, shop
Wkt aire bl for Ehe boughest and dirfiest jobs.
Sedait pmodel with af least o seven-amp mobor

and a disst bag. which will prodect tha Tilber and
exiend the vatuum's hife. Mol models come

e the canisier skyle, but wall-mourred version
wilh hodes reaching upewand of hwenty fesl. ae
A pood chosDl for prpller SpacEs.




